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DOING BUSINESS WITH CHINA NETWORKING LUNCH
We enjoyed a networking lunch with the Consul General of the People's Republic of China, Madam Wang Shuying and Newry, Mourne and 

Down District Council on Friday 8th June in the Graduate Training Restaurant at the Southern Regional College. 

China’s establishment of the Consulate-General in Belfast in 2015 reflects China’s firm commitment to developing relations with 

Northern Ireland. The Chinese community in Northern Ireland has a long history and many outstanding people have emerged in fields of 

industry, commerce and academia. 

Newry Chamber of Commerce & Trade wishes to forge stronger links and a closer partnership with China welcoming more Chinese 

enterprises to invest and develop in Newry as well as promoting trade linkages across our members’ industry sectors. 

STAY CONNECTED WITH NEWRY CHAMBER



We enjoyed a very enlightening morning at the Canal Court Hotel on Tuesday 22nd 

May for our NI Skills Barometer Breakfast Briefing with Gareth Hetherington, 

Director of the Ulster University Economic Policy Centre. Our attendees heard an 

update on the NI Skills Barometer report which provides a detailed understanding of 

the skill requirements for the Northern Ireland economy up to 2026 with the aim of 

ensuring that any skills gaps are identified and addressed. The research analyses 

where the skills gaps are currently, where they are emerging and where they are 

likely to emerge over the longer term. 

Newry Chamber of Commerce & Trade would like to sincerely thank Gareth for 

sharing his expertise on this topic with our members and representatives from the 

local business community in attendance. 

In the absence of a functioning Executive and with the restoration of power sharing institutions some way off, NI business groups have 

joined forces to propose practical solutions to ensure decisions crucial to the prosperity of the region can continue to be taken. 

CBI NI, Construction Employers Federation (CEF), NI Chamber of Commerce and Industry, Quarry Products Association NI (QPANI), 

Manufacturing NI, Northern Ireland Food & Drink Association (NIFDA), Retail NI, NI Retail Consortium, Newry Chamber of Commerce, 

Londonderry Chamber of Commerce, Hospitality Ulster and the Freight Transport Association have today written to the Secretary of 

State for Northern Ireland to ask her to consider implementing special legislative measures that restore stable governance by 

temporarily empowering senior civil servants to take crucial day-to-day decisions. 
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The Business Community recognises that the Department for 

Infrastructure has appealed the High court’s decision. 

However, given the importance of avoiding a lengthy period of decision- 

making uncertainty, the group believes the merits of two potential 

legislative solutions should also be considered in the meantime: 

1. Temporarily amend ‘The Departments (Northern Ireland) Order 1999’ 

Section 4. (1) to allow Permanent Secretaries to make decisions in the 

absence of a Minister until devolution is restored as per Section 4 (3) of 

the Order. This option could be undertaken at the same time as re- 

establishing NI Assembly Statutory Committees to provide additional 

scrutiny and transparency. 

2. Focusing on infrastructure planning decisions only, extend the 

existing decision-making powers of the Planning Appeals Commission 

to incorporate ‘Regionally Significant’ planning applications. 
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MAC OFFICIAL OPENING OF NEW OFFICES & UNVEILING AS GOLD PATRON

“We believe the Chamber does invaluable work locally for businesses and hopefully internationally. We hope that through 

Newry Chamber, we can grow our network in the UK so our Birmingham and London office will have the opportunity and support of 

someone like our local Chamber.” 

Not in conjuction with any other promotion, discount or 

on sale items. 

Silvana Tenreyro, a Professor in Economics at the London School of Economics and Political 

Science and member of the Bank of England Monetary Policy Committee met with a number of 

our members on Thursday 7th June in the Canal Court Hotel for a Breakfast Briefing to hear and 

gather first-hand intelligence about the challenges and the economic situation that businesses 

are facing. 

BANK OF ENGLAND ROUNDTABLE MEMBER'S 

BREAKFAST BRIEFING

LOW PAY COMMISSION ROUNDTABLE
The Low Pay Commisson heard from a number of our members at a roundtable discussion in the Canal Court 

Hotel on Wednesday 13th June about how they are responding to the targeted rise in the National Living 

Wage to £8.20 per hour by April 2019 and how they would be affected by a Higher Minimum Wage for non- 

guaranteed hours. 

Our Gold Corporate Patrons, mac officially opened 

their new offices located in Downshire Close, 

Downshire Road on Thursday 31st May. This event 

coincided with the official announcement by mac 

that they will be the first ever Gold Corporate 

Patron of Newry Chamber of Commerce & Trade for 

2018/19. 

mac has experienced an unprecedented level of 

growth particularly over the last 2 years with the 

company doubling their workforce in that time from 

60 employees in October 2016 to 135 employees at 

present. They also hope to hire another 50 

employees by the end of this year for ongoing and 

future projects which has led to a projected 

turnover of £165m for 2018 and £200m for 2019.  

CEO of mac, Paul McKenna commented on the new 

partnership with Newry Chamber stating: 



WARRENPOINT PORT THANKS COMMUNITY FOR VIEWS ON MASTERPLAN

LOCAL SUCCESS AT THE IRISH NEWS W&E AWARDS
Congratulations to our members on their recent success at The Irish News Workplace & Employment 

Awards on Thursday 14th June at Titanic Belfast. 

Employer for the Future - Small/Medium Organisation, mac.group - WINNER 

Team of the Year - Small Organisation, Jack Murphy Jewellers Newry - WINNER 

Managing Talent - Large/Medium Organisation, PKFFPM - WINNER 

Career Inspiration, Belfast City Airport - WINNER 

Right Place to Work - Large/Medium Organisation, Danske Bank UK - HIGHLY COMMENDED 

Congratulations to Deli Lites, First Derivatives, SAHS and Translink for placing as finalists. 

LEXCEL QUALITY MARK FOR JMK SOLICITORS 

The CEO of Warrenpoint Port, Clare Guinness has thanked members of the public for sharing their 

views on the harbour’s recently launched Masterplan. A consultation was held on the draft 

document, which outlines a vision for the sustainable development of the Port over the next 25 

years, ensuring it remains a key economic driver for the region. 

Clare Guinness, Chief Executive, Warrenpoint Port said: 

“When we launched our draft Masterplan, a key part of the consultation process was to hear from 

our stakeholders about the plans. The majority of respondents were supportive of our Masterplan 

and understood the important role the Port plays in the local economy.” 

JMK Solicitors are celebrating after being awarded the prestigious Lexcel Quality Mark for the 

legal profession. 

The Belfast and Newry-based legal firm, who are Northern Ireland’s leading road traffic and 

personal injury firm, were awarded the Quality Mark following a rigorous assessment process. 

The scheme is administered by the Law Society of Northern Ireland and recognises firms which 

achieve excellence in legal practice management and client care. 

Congratulations to Jonathan and the entire JMK team.

MEMBER NEWS

HANNA HILLEN'S ANNA WILSON ACHIEVES ADVANCED DIPLOMA
Mrs Anna Wilson from Hanna Hillen Financial Services LLP excelled in her financial planning exams 

throughout 2017 achieving the milestone of Chartered Financial Planner status in December 2017.  

David Hanna (Partner) and Linda Heaney (Office Manager) were absolutely delighted to join in 

Anna’s celebrations on Friday 15th June at Queens University, Belfast. 

Anna received a Shield in recognition of her achieving a prestigious 3rd Place Advanced Diploma in 

Financial Services which is awarded by The Insurance Institute of Northern Ireland. The Shield was 

presented by Mr Sam Young on behalf of the Institute. Mr Russell Anderson, Chairman of the 

Personal Finance Society (PFS) Northern Ireland Committee presented Anna with her Scroll. The 

team at Hanna Hillen are very proud of Anna and congratulate her on this fantastic achievement. 



NEWRY CHAMBER WELCOMES DAISY HILL INVESTMENT
A roadmap for the future of Daisy Hill Hospital’s Emergency Department is now a reality - thanks to a meaningful partnership between the 

local community, business community, workforce and the health and social care system. 

The Department of Health confirmed details of an investment package as part of a long-term plan to sustain and bolster urgent and 

emergency care at the Newry hospital.  It includes an initial £650,000 this year from the Department’s health and social care 

transformation fund. 

The package also includes a £1m capital funding allocation this year from the Southern Trust, to improve infrastructure at the hospital 

site. 

Newry Chamber representatives on the Pathfinder Group include; Michael McKeown, Past President and Founder of Matt D’Arcy & 

Company Ltd and Mary Doran, Past President and Founder of Health Matters Ltd. 

Mary Meehan, CEO of Newry Chamber commented: 

“Thanks to the Department and to the Southern Trust, this funding package assures the future sustainability of a safe and modernised 

emergency department at our hospital alongside a new admissions and assessment unit which will also be established.” 

She also added: 

“This is an excellent outcome for the local population and for all parties involved throughout the consultation process which led to the 

establishment of the Daisy Hill Hospital Pathfinder Group. This further underpins the unique partnership approach and model for ensuring 

that Newry continues to be a happy, healthy place to live and work.”   

CGDM CONSTRUCTION INVESTS IN NEW OFFICE AT CARNBANE
Newry based construction firm, CGDM Construction has announced that it is investing over half a 

million pounds in the construction of new office premises at Carnbane Business Park. 

The investment will create 10 new jobs with the support of Invest Northern Ireland. 

Invest NI has offered the company £74,000 of support towards the creation of the new jobs and 

marketing activities. 

The company is due to begin construction on its new factory shortly as part of its plans to grow 

its business. 

NEW CRASH APP LAUNCHED TO 

HELP MOTORISTS
Northern Ireland’s leading Accident Management Company, 

CRASH Services has launched an innovative new app to help 

motorists in the aftermath of a motor accident. 

Tony McKeown, Sales & Marketing Director at CRASH Services 

said: 

“With up to 1 in 10 motorists being involved in a collision each 

year, it is important that drivers know what do in the immediate 

aftermath. Our In-house IT team have created the app to guide 

drivers through the most important steps to follow.” 

The FREE CRASH app is now available for both Android and iOS. 



PKF-FPM MD ELECTED PRESIDENT OF CHARTERED ACCOUNTANTS IRELAND
Congratulations to PKF-FPM Managing Director, Feargal McCormack who was elected as 

President of Chartered Accountants Ireland at the 130th Annual General Meeting in Belfast on 

Friday 18th May. 

A lifelong resident of Warrenpoint, Mr. McCormack becomes the first Northern President of 

Chartered Accountants Ireland to come from outside of Belfast. 

This honour is a fitting testament to the extremely high regard that Feargal is held in amongst 

his peers and across the entire accountancy sector. We would like to wish Feargal the very best 

of luck in his very prestigious new role where he will serve as President for the next year. 

15% OFF FOR MEMBERS ON ANY CAR PARK PASS - BELFAST CITY AIRPORT
Belfast City Airport is offering members of Newry Chamber of Commerce & Trade a 15% 

discount off any pass if booked by 15th July 2018. 

Please quote: ‘NEWRYCHAMBER’ 

With Belfast City Airport's flexible annual car park pass, there's no need to book in advance, so 

even last minute travel plans can be quickly and easily accommodated. An annual pass allows 

unlimited parking visits by simply tapping in and out of your chosen car park, meaning a 

hassle-free journey for your boss and less time spent planning for you - it's a win-win situation! 

2018 FIRMUS ENERGY NEWRY TRIATHLON
Newry BID and Newry, Mourne and Down District Council joined headline sponsor and Newry 

Chamber Silver Corporate Patron, firmus energy to officially launch the 2018 firmus energy 

Newry City Triathlon taking place on Sunday 26th August. 

Angeline Murphy, Marketing Manager at firmus energy said: “As firmus energy enters its 4th 

year of sponsoring the triathlon I’d like to encourage any aspiring athletes to give it a go, you still 

have plenty of time to get some training done and the local triathlon club are happy to offer 

advice and support to anyone interested.” 

Registration is available on line at www.newry.com and entries cost £30. 

BRIAN CONLON CELEBRATED IN 

DIRECTOR OF THE YEAR AWARDS
The Founder and CEO of one of Newry’s and Northern Ireland’s 

most successful firms, First Derivatives  was among 11 

business leaders to be honoured at the annual Institute of 

Directors Northern Ireland (IoD NI) Director of the Year Awards 

sponsored by First Trust Bank. 

Gordon Milligan, IoD NI Chairman said: “I was particularly 

pleased to honour Brian Conlon as the first recipient of the 

Chairman’s Award for Excellence in Director and Board Practice. 

As one of Northern Ireland’s pre-eminent business leaders, Brian 

Conlon is credited with building a brand that is known globally 

and providing employment for more than 4,000 people.” 



NEWRY CHAMBER FACEBOOK DUBLIN VISIT

NEWRY CHAMBER PRESIDENT'S BANQUET WITH BERTIE AHERN
Newry Chamber President, Paul Convery has the pleasure of inviting members and their guests to the President’s Banquet at the 

Canal Court Hotel on Thursday 18th October, 2018 with keynote speaker former Taoiseach, Bertie Ahern.  

With this year marking the 20th Anniversary of the Good Friday Agreement, we are delighted to welcome one of the key architects of 

the deal was so instrumental in bringing peace, former Taoiseach, Bertie Ahern. On the night, we look forward to gaining a real insight to 

the negotiations and discussions that went on behind closed doors at the time of the agreement and to the former Taoiseach’s 

recollections of the key moments and conversations that secured such a pivotal deal for this island. 

As a member of Newry Chamber of Commerce & Trade, you are entitled to a special discounted rate of £50.00 + VAT / £500.00 + VAT for 

a table booking. The non-member rate is £60.00 + VAT / £600.00 + VAT. Dress code: Business. 

SMART MARKETING FOR RETAIL WITH NAOMH MCELHATTON

We are delighted to announce that we have secured an exclusive visit for our members to Facebook Dublin on Monday 25th June from 

10am-1.30pm. A bus will be departing Newry at 8.15am and returning at approx 3.15pm. 

During the visit, our members will have the unique opportunity to ask the experts questions specifically related to their business and 

can expect to be briefed on: 

Useful tips for using Facebook, Instagram, Messenger and WhatsApp, Advice on how to use Facebook's advertising possibilities to grow 

your business and Hiring, Diversity and Culture. 

To book your place, please contact: admin@newrychamber.com 

Newry Chamber of Commerce & Trade is delighted to be hosting a ‘Smart Retail’ event with Naomh McElhatton on Wednesday 4th July 

from 8am-9.30am in Newry Conference & Banqueting Centre. Naomh has been highlighted as one of Northern Ireland’s most energetic 

entrepreneurs and one of Ireland’s leading digital educators. 

As founder of SMART NI, the DANI Awards and Curator of the She Said Club, Naomh is well known for delivering and presenting top class 

events, conferences, digital transformation training and marketing consultancy around the globe. Being heavily involved within the 

digital and creative industries, Naomh hosted the inaugural ‘Women in Tech’ Conference in Titanic, she is a STEM Ambassador, sits on 

the board of the Digital Catapult and recently had the honour of delivering a TEDx Talk in Stormont. 

For further information, please contact: admin@newrychamber.com

UPCOMING EVENTS

NEWRY EMPLOYEE AWARDS LAUNCH
This high-profile competition will be launched at a Special Awards Lunch in The Bank on Thursday 28th June and will culminate in the 

Gala Awards Ceremony to be held in the Canal Court Hotel, Newry, Northern Ireland on Saturday 15th September. 

This event will be celebrated on a biennial basis and will recognise and reward employee excellence. 

Categories include Tourism & Hospitality, Manufacturing & Engineering, High Street Retail, Hair & Beauty, Health & Social Care, Public 

Sector, Social Enterprise or Not for Profit, Professional Services, Creative, Media, Digital or Technology, Customer Service, Property & 

Construction, Family Business, Team of the Year, Unsung Hero Award and Overall Employee of the Year. 


