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19TH NEWRY BUSINESS CHARITY CHRISTMAS DINNER RAISES £78,830
The 19th Newry Business Annual Christmas Charity Dinner took place on Thursday 6th December in the Canal Court Hotel & Spa with over 

600 guests in attendance, raising an amazing £78,830 for 19 local charities. The now famous Toy Mountain dominated the lobby of the 

hotel  where they will be distributed to families in need in time for Christmas by St Vincent de Paul and The Salvation Army. 

 

Paul Convery, President of Newry Chamber of Commerce & Trade commented: 

 

“Each year this event is a huge undertaking by a small committee of very dedicated members and the support we receive from the  

big-hearted business community drives us to do more each year for our very deserving charities. I would like to thank the school choirs and 

musicians from St. Colman’s College, The Abbey Grammar School, St Patrick’s PS and Windsor Hill PS and to the students from Newry High 

School and St. Joseph’s Convent PS for coordinating the Toy Mountain. They were absolutely fantastic and really set the tone for the event

and we thank the schools, parents and children for their support. It’s truly unique to gather over 600 people for dinner in the name of these 

very deserving local charities.” 

 

The 19 local charities to benefit from this year’s event are: 

 

Action on Elder Abuse NI, Air Ambulance NI, Clanrye Group, Community Rescue Service, Children’s Ward Daisy Hill Hospital, Down Right 

Brilliant, Ellen’s Journey, Life and Time, MS Society NI, Newry Helping the Homeless, PIPS Hope and Support, The Salvation Army, Southern 

Area Hospice Services, SPACE, St Vincent de Paul, KBRT, Women’s Aid ArmaghDown, Bite n Banter For Christmas and Rathore School. 

STAY CONNECTED WITH NEWRY CHAMBER

Members of the 19th Newry Business Charity Christmas Dinner Committee 

pictured at the Toy Mountain in aid of St Vincent de Paul and the Salvation Army. 

Representatives from our 19 local charities who will benefit from the  

huge amount raised  at the 19th Newry Business Charity Christmas Dinner.



NEWRY CHAMBER BUSINESS NETWORKING TRIP TO LONDON
Newry Chamber of Commerce & Trade had a great Business Networking Trip to London on the 3rd and 4th December supported by Newry, 

Mourne and Down District Council. 

 

We had the pleasure of accompanying a number of local companies including our Gold Corporate Patron, mac-group plus  

CGDM Construction, McGahon Surveyors, Media Lightbox and National Building Services. 

 

The companies attended the Construction & Design Platform where they had the opportunity to meet face to face with prospective buyers 

and suppliers. We also held an informative meeting with the London Chamber of Commerce and Industry Property & Construction Team.  

 

On the second day, the companies attended a  Festive Networking Evening at the London Chamber of Commerce and Industry Annual 

Winter Reception in the iconic surroundings of Fortnum & Mason with many senior professionals from an array of different industries in 

attendance. 

NEWRY CHAMBER MEETS WITH WESTMINSTER 

BUSINESS SELECT COMMITTEE 
Newry Chamber had a useful discussion at Norbrook Laboratories on Friday 30th 

November with the UK House of Commons Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy 

Select Committee.  

 

There was a strong presence from local businesses from the pharmaceuticals, 

construction, agribusiness and retail sectors where we reinforced the importance of 

avoiding a No Deal Brexit and a hard border at all costs as negotiations continue and 

the deadline for the UK's withdrawal from the EU looms on the 29th March, 2019.  

NEWRY CHAMBER DISCUSSES BREXIT WITH PRIME MINISTER 

DURING HER RECENT VISIT TO QUEENS UNIVERSITY BELFAST
Colm Shannon, Chief Executive of Newry Chamber was delighted to be invited to Queens University Belfast on 

the 27th November to meet with Theresa May to discuss the Withdrawal Agreement. Newry Chamber is also 

pleased to announce that we have established a Brexit Subcommittee to represent the interests of all 

businesses within the Greater Newry Area as we approach a critical point in negotiations. 

 

Colm stated: "While Newry Chamber would ideally like to stay in the EU, the Withdrawal Agreement was a step in 

the right direction. A No Deal Brexit is not an option. It would represent a barrier to cross border trade, risk local 

jobs and impact on our economy." 





ABP FOOD GROUP WINS FOOD MANUFACTURE 

COMPANY OF THE YEAR

MAC-GROUP MAKES FAST TRACK 100
Congratulations to our Gold Corporate Patron, mac-group who have made the Sunday 

Times Fast Track 100, coming in at number 58 on the list with a 62.9% rise in annual 

sales over 3 years. 

 

The office fit-out and construction contractor have benefited from the influx of large 

US companies setting up bases in Ireland and employs 83 people. 

 

It has worked on more than 1,000 schemes for clients such as IBM and Oracle and has 

a 93% repeat business rate. It is currently involved in a number of brownfield and 

greenfield developments with increased sales to £94.7m last year.

Congratulations to our member, ABP Food Group who have won the prestigious 

accolade of Food Manufacture Company of the Year at the 2018 Food Manufacture 

Excellence Awards which took place in the London Hilton on Park Lane. 

 

ABP Food Group's UK business encompasses the Newry and Lurgan sites in Northern 

Ireland. The company was praised by the judging panel, led by Iain Ferguson, Joint 

Chairman of the Food & Drink Sector Council for championing a tough stance on 

modern slavery and driving a comprehensive programme of environmental initiatives. 

MEMBER NEWS

ZEN ORTHODONTICS WINS BEST PATIENT CARE IN 

NORTHERN IRELAND AWARD

Congraulations to our member, Zen Orthodontics who have won the award for Best Patient Care

in Northern Ireland for the second year running at the Dentistry Awards 2018. 

 

Zen Orthodontics are committed to providing an amazing experience for every patient and their

family so we are delighted that their hard work, professionalism and unwavering commitment 

to patient care has been recognised at a National Level. 

MJM GROUP OPEN NEW OFFICE IN POLAND
Congratulations to our member, MJM Group on the opening of their new office in Gdansk, 

Poland. Based in Pruszcz Gdanski, the office will be primarily a Design and Administrative 

Hub which will support key activities and projects at the company’s headquarters in 

Northern Ireland. 

 

Speaking at the official opening, Gary Annett, CEO of MJM Group commented:  

"MJM Group has a long and proud association with Poland. Many of our employees in 

Northern Ireland are originally from Poland and we have very strong Polish supply chain. 

We are delighted to open an office here in Pruszcz Gdanski and cement our relationship 

with Poland. 



YOUNIQUE AESTHETICS WIN BEST CLINIC AWARD 

PAUL SHEPPARD WINS ACHIEVER OF THE YEAR
Congratulations to Paul Sheppard, Group Timber Manager at Murdock Builders Merchants who was named 

Achiever of the Year at the UK Builders' Merchants Awards in the prestigious London Hilton on Park Lane last 

month. Paul was acknowledged for his part in steering the Timber Division of Murdock Builders Merchants 

through the highs and lows of the past eighteen months after the Timber Mill Fire in May 2017. 

 

As a direct result of the fire, £2m was invested by Murdock Builders Merchants in a brand new replacement 

plant alongside an additional £1m in the Truss Division that had been committed to prior to the fire. Paul had 

to manage the installation of this huge new plant alongside what he was already doing as a result of the fire 

which was a job in itself. The management of the whole process was a team effort but Paul undoubtedly shone 

through as the man at the centre of everything.

Congratulations to our member, Younique Aesthetics who won the Best Clinic Ireland Award recently

at the prestigious Aesthetics Awards 2018 which took place at the Park Plaza Westminster Bridge 

London.  

 

The Aesthetics Awards acknowledges and rewards practitioners, companies and organisations that 

deliver outstanding customer service, demonstrate unprecedented skill and who uphold robust 

ethics. It is a remarkable achievement to have won this national award in the industry’s most 

recognised awards ceremony. 

 

We wish the Younique Aesthetics team continued success in the future. 

MEMBER NEWS

CITY CENTRE CAFE BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY AT  

THE HUB NEWRY

Our member, The Hub Newry are calling for expressions of interest from an experienced and creative 

Café Operator to set up and manage a thriving high profile new Café Business in their newest 

coworking space at 6 Margaret Street, Newry. This opportunity is ideal for those who are passionate 

about coffee, innovative with a creative flare. The stunning new premises enjoys a city centre 

location, vibrant interior, great footfall with furniture, counter, sinks and storage all in place and ready

to go. 

 

For further information, please call Suzanne on: 028 3026 1022

TRISHA HEANEY NAMED NEW PRESIDENT OF NEWRY 

JUNIOR CHAMBER
Congratulations to Trisha Heaney from I Am Social Media on her recent election as President of Newry Junior 

Chamber. We would also like to congratulate the other members of the  Newly Elected Committee including 

Public Relations Officers, Rachel Duffy from Clanrye Group and Denise Hamill from Digital Den Marketing. 

Missing from the photo is Sean Brady, Autoline Insurance Group who was named as the newly elected 

Treasurer.  

 

We would like to wish Newry Junior Chamber all the best for the year ahead and look forward to working with 

them in 2019.  




