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FEBRUARY - A MONTH OF SUCCESS FOR NEWRY BUSINESSES

It may only be March, but it has been an exceptionally busy and successful time for many of our local businesses. In the past month the 

strength and quality of businesses operating in our area was recognised by a multitude of awards. JMK Solicitors was named as the top 

No. 1 Personal Injury Law Firm in NI for 5th consecutive year and Buttercrane Shopping Centre celebrated its 30th anniversary. 

 

Our Gold Corporate Patron, mac-group was named 9th Top Construction Specialist in Ireland and entered the Sunday Times Fast Track 

200 at No.92. PKF- FPM was 27th on the list of the Sunday Times Best Small Companies To Work For in the UK. The Newry Reporter was 

recognised for its campaigning on litter at the 'Live Here, Love Here Awards'. Not to be out done, our local hospitality sector has also 

excelled with The Bank Bar & Bistro, The Bridge Bar and Canal Court Hotel & Spa featuring in the top 100 Hospitality Businesses in NI. To 

top off our roll call of success, Founder & CEO of First Derivatives, Brian Conlon will be honoured among 50 Irish and Irish American Tech 

Leaders for his ground breaking work with First Derivatives at an award ceremony in Silicon Valley.

 

Quite a month for awards and recognition for Newry. Equally, our local businesses continue to invest and grow. MJM Marine secured their 

largest ever contract with a multimillion-dollar project with Norwegian Cruise Line to refurbish The Norwegian Joy. Warrenpoint Port 

announced record levels of growth and for the first time, goods passing through the port surpassed £6.5bn. mac-group announced a new 

joint venture under the name “MacSkystone” with US-based modular construction company Skystone Group to target growth in the 

residential, student and hotel market in the UK and Ireland. NI energy company, Firmus Energy announced a £570,000 investment in the 

Greater Newry Area to boost the local gas infrastructure.

 

Investing in skills is important if we are to keep this success going. Improving the skills of our young people is a key priority for the 

Chamber. This month, SRC‘s Big Apprenticeship Event on 21st March will highlight and promote the range of new higher-level 

apprenticeship options available to A-Level school leavers. It also provides information on the huge range of apprenticeship options on 

offer for those students completing their GCSEs this year. Many of our local companies will be represented at the event and it is well 

worth attending.

 

Unfortunately, Brexit still rumbles on. It is incredible that with less than a month to go to 29th March, businesses do not know what will 

happen. The position of the Chamber has always been that we do not want to leave the EU but, if we have to, then the Withdrawal 

Agreement and the Backstop is the best option on the table at the moment. It is time for our politicians to give businesses the clarity we 

need. A clear direction must be given in the next two weeks.

 

Traditionally, March is a busy month for our hospitality sector with the St Patrick’s Day Parade 

and Newry Trad Fest from 15th-17th. It’s a great opportunity to enjoy our city centre 

pubs and restaurants or just take in the fun of the parade. 

If you are taking part, I hope you enjoy the festivities.

 

Paul Convery,

President

Newry Chamber of Commerce & Trade



"BREXIT: WHAT'S NEXT?"  BREAKFAST BREAKFAST BRIEFING

What a turnout for our "Brexit: What's Next?" Breakfast Briefing on Friday 15th February in partnership with Eversheds Sutherland hosted 

by BBC Broadcaster, Mark Carruthers.

 

Some great contributions from our panelists:

 

- Clare Guinness, CEO, Warrenpoint Port

- Lisa Bryson, Partner, Eversheds Sutherland

- Liam Hannaway, CEO, Newry, Mourne and Down District Council

- Stephen Kelly, CEO, Manufacturing NI

NEWRY CHAMBER DELIVERS RESILIENCE & POSITIVITY TRAINING COURSES 

TO MEMBERS IN PARTNERSHIP WITH PIPS HOPE AND SUPPORT

Newry Chamber of Commerce & Trade in partnership with PIPS Hope and Support has continued to deliver FREE Training Courses based on 

the theme of Resilience & Positivity in the Workplace to a number of our members including Bank of Ireland UK, Best Property Services, 

Malone Accounting, PMK Accountancy Services, Southern Area Hospice Services and Warrenpoint Port.

 

The training is designed for employers who wish to create supportive workplaces by implementing measures to help boost staff resilience 

to stress.



The clock is rapidly ticking towards the Article 50 Deadline of 29th March. With the expectation that UK Prime Minister, Theresa May will 

table her latest deal before Westminster on or before the 12th March, this conference will provide a timely update for businesses.

 

Brexit - The Future For Border Businesses will provide a mix of keynote speeches and panel Q&As. 

 

The focus will be on providing a range of practical advice and support for local businesses.

 

With over 300+ local business representatives already registered for the event, have you booked your place yet?

BOOK NOW



MAC GROUP MAKE THE SUNDAY TIMES INTERNATIONAL TRACK 200

Congratulations to our Gold Corporate Patron, mac-group who are one of only three 

companies and the highest ranked in Northern Ireland to have made The Times and 

The Sunday Times HSBC International Track 200. This is the third year running that 

mac-group have made the list which is a remarkable achievement, ranking at No. 92. 

 

In the past month, mac-group announced their new joint venture with US-based modular 

development company, Skystone Group which will result in the development of several 

projects in the UK & Ireland. They also made the list for the Top 10 Construction Specialists 

in Ireland, coming in at No. 9 for 2018.

WARRENPOINT PORT RECORDS HIGHEST TONNAGE IN ITS HISTORY

Warrenpoint Port handled 3.6 million tonnes of cargo in 2018, the Highest Annual Level ever 

recorded in the harbour’s history. The total value of goods moving through the port also 

reached record levels, surpassing £6.5 billion for the first time. The trading figures confirmed 

the position of Warrenpoint Port as the Second Largest Port in Northern Ireland as it handled 

12% of all seaborne trade in the region.

 

Clare Guinness, CEO of Warrenpoint Port commented:

 

“2018 was another record year for Warrenpoint Port following four successive years of 

growth. The rising levels of activity resulted in the number of staff directly employed by the 

port increasing to 70."

 

MJM MARINE SECURE LARGEST EVER CONTRACT WITH NCL

Global Marine Outfitter, MJM Marine has been appointed as the main outfitting contractor by 

Norwegian Cruise Line (NCL) to undertake a complete refurbishment of The Norwegian Joy as 

the company repositions the ship to the West Coast of the United States. In a multi-million 

dollar project, MJM Marine will play the lead role in the design, manufacture, installation and 

project management of the interior refit of the cruise liner.

 

Speaking before the contract commences, Gary Annett, CEO of MJM Marine commented:

 

“Norwegian Joy is MJM Marine’s largest contract to date and will involve a team of 1400 

people completing works in over 40 spaces throughout the ship."

FD CEO BRIAN CONLON HONOURED AS A TOP IRISH TECHNOLOGY LEADER

Congratulations to CEO & Founder of First Derivatives plc, Brian Conlon who has been named 

as one of the 50 individuals who will be recognised at the Silicon Valley Global Awards 2019 

next month in Stanford, California.

 

The Silicon Valley Global Awards recognises 50 Top Irish & Irish American Technology Leaders 

driving the most disruptive and groundbreaking work in technology.

 

The awards brings together the most entrepreneurial minds in Silicon Valley and beyond to 

honor top Irish and Irish-American executives making a significant impact in their field and 

showcases experts and innovators from the ITLG community advancing technology today.

HAVE A GOOD NEWS STORY THAT YOU WANT TO PROMOTE? GET IN TOUCH.  



PKF-FPM MAKE THE UK 100 BEST SMALL COMPANIES TO WORK FOR

Congratulations to PKF-FPM who have made The Sunday Times 100 

Best Small Companies To Work For in the whole of the UK for the second year running. 

 

PKF-FPM achieved a ranking of 27th on the list, making their way up from 64th place last 

year. 

 

This is a huge testament to the happiness and engagement of their staff which is at the heart 

of everything they do. Indeed, PKF-FPM achieved the No. 1 spot in Northern Ireland against 

stiff competition.

BUTTERCRANE CELEBRATES 30 YEARS IN THE HEART OF NEWRY

Congratulations to the Buttercrane Shopping Centre who have marked 30 Years in the heart 

of Newry City last month.

 

First opening its doors in November 1988, the centre has changed dramatically, the ebb and 

flow reflecting the changes on the High Street. 

 

In 1988, Buttercrane opened, representing a massive investment in the then ‘town’ which 

was very different to the vibrant retail centre that it’s known as today.

 

Buttercrane Shopping Centre is a major employer and today employs some 900 staff, 

contributing circa £13m to local economy annually.

CRASH SERVICES FLEET TOPS 200 AFTER RECORD YEAR

Congratulations to CRASH Services who have expanded their vehicle fleet to over 200 

following a record year. 

 

CRASH Services have been assisting motorists involved in road traffic collisions for over 23 

years. 

 

However, 2018 was their busiest year ever, with an almost 20% increase in volumes from the 

previous year which has led to a significant increase in their fleet as well as staff numbers. As 

a result of this growth, CRASH Services have increased staff numbers from 64 to 78 over the 

last 12 months across their three offices in Newry and Belfast.

NEWRY REPORTER PICKS UP LITTER HEROES AWARD

Congratulations to the The Newry Reporter who picked up the Litter Heroes Award sponsored 

by Newry, Mourne and Down District Council at the Live Here Love Here Awards . The Newry 

Reporter and in particular Editor, Paul Welsh have led the focus on improving Newry City 

Centre. 

 

Staff volunteered to get involved, rolling up their sleeves, and proactively leading by example 

by taking steps to improve the environment in Newry. This included voluntary litter picks, 

voluntary weeding of streets and underpasses, repairing river walls and identifying 

ownership of abandoned land and co-ordinating both voluntary and public sector initiatives 

to improve these areas.

HAVE A GOOD NEWS STORY THAT YOU WANT TO PROMOTE? GET IN TOUCH.  



At this event, you will hear from specialist advisers who will help 

you to understand how well-prepared your business is for Brexit.

 

DATE: Thursday 21st March

TIME: 9am - 12.45pm

VENUE: Canal Court Hotel & Spa

 

Presentations will be delivered on the following relevant topics:

 

- Strategic Sourcing

- Customs, Tariffs & Taxation

- Transport & Logistics

- The impact of Brexit on your employees

Understanding Export & Export Documentation

 

DATE: Wednesday 27th March

TIME: 9.00am - 4.30pm

VENUE: Granite Exchange, Newry

 

This course is suitable for those currently 

working in an export environment who have 

never received formal training or for more 

experienced exporters seeking a refresher 

course.

 

PLACES AVAILABLE:

4

 

Imports Including IP & OP Workshop

 

DATE: Monday 29th April

TIME: 9.00am - 4.30pm

VENUE: Granite Exchange, Newry

 

This course is suitable for those currently 

working in an import environment who have 

never received formal training or for more 

experienced importers seeking a refresher 

course.

 

PLACES AVAILABLE:

4

 

MEMBERS:

1 COURSE - £150 + VAT

2 COURSES - £260 + VAT

 

NON-MEMBERS:

1 COURSE - £200 + VAT

2 COURSES - £360 + VAT

 

BOOK NOW:

admin@newrychamber.com

REGISTER NOW:

www.investni.com



This half-day workshop will focus on 

introducing delegates to digital 

marketing planning and decision 

making.

 

It is suited to individuals who are 

relatively new to digital marketing or 

those who wish to put a more strategic 

management process in place to 

support the implementation of their 

digital marketing.

 

It will include guidance on the stages in 

developing a digital strategy and 

introduce delegates to a number of the 

different tactics and tools that may 

make up their digital strategy. 

 

It will include practical examples which 

will challenge delegates to think about 

how they could apply best practice 

within their own company.



Newry, Mourne and Down District 

Council is getting ready for Saint 

Patrick's Day celebrations culminating 

in cross-community parades on Sunday 

17th March at 1pm in both Downpatrick 

and Newry. 

 

The Newry parade will set off from the 

Albert Basin at 1pm along Buttercrane 

Quay, Merchant’s Quay, Sugar Island 

and Kildare Street. Free entertainment, 

music and fun will feature on Hill 

Street, Marcus Square and Margaret 

Square, with the Real-time Céili Band, 

the Casino Dixieland Jazz Band, The 

Ring of Gullion Comhaltas and The Hand 

Me Downs. 

 

Newry and Mourne Museum will also 

host lively traditional music with 

refreshments from 1pm – 3pm.

 

The final event will be Saint Patrick’s 

Miscellany, held at Newry Town Hall. 

This concert will include tributes to 

Liam O’ Flynn and Micheál Ó 

Súilleabháin, supported by a symphony 

orchestra and will showcase a wealth 

of local talent. Directed by Camlough 

born international violinist Joanne 

Quigley McParland, the event starts at 

8pm.

 

Saint Patrick’s celebrations is 

supported by Tourism NI and The 

Executive Office.

Now in its second year, Newry TradFest will once again entertain audiences across 

many venues over St. Patrick’s weekend. Newry Business Improvement District are 

delighted to organise the event again this year and promote Newry City over the 

Bank Holiday weekend. Running from March 15th–17th Trad sessions will be in full 

flow with thriving Trad and Folk artists.


