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Photo 1: Pictured at the Big Apprenticeship Event in Newry were back from left Sylvia Moorehead (SRC –
Business Support), Andrew Watson (Higher Level Apprentice – Ernst and Young Belfast), Stephen McDowell
Article Title
(Level 3 Joinery Apprentice – MJM Group), Niamh McCartan (HR Generalist – Rockwell Collins), Michelle Flynn
(Learning & Development Officer – Rockwell Collins), Michelle Billham (SRC – Business Support). Front from left
Dr. Lillian Cromie (Director of Science & Qualified Person – Norbrook Laboratories), Terry McGonigal (SRC –
Director for Finance & Planning), Councillor Roisin Mulgrew (Chairperson of Newry, Mourne & Down District
Council, Mary Meehan (Newry Chamber of Commerce & Trade – CEO) and Stuart Moore (Higher Level Apprentice
– Ernst & Young Belfast)

THE BIG APPRENTICESHIP EVENT
Newry Chamber was delighted to a be a key partner in the delivery of this initiative alongside Southern Regional
College and Newry, Mourne & Down District Council which took place on Thursday 22nd March in the West
Building of the SRC Newry Campus.
The Big Apprenticeship Event has grown steadily year on year with higher level apprenticeships on offer for
students completing their A Levels across areas such as accountancy, mechatronics, life sciences, chemical
sciences and computing infrastructure and for students completing their GCSE’s, apprenticeships are available
across the agriculture, construction, engineering, hospitality and service sector.
The event is crucial for local businesses to be made aware of the bright young talent in this region, for school leavers to be made aware of the exciting hands on opportunities
available for them on their doorstep and for their parents to ‘think differently’ about their next steps. The new system of apprenticeships both at a higher and general level
provides real jobs for young people who are interested in achieving degree level qualifications whilst working locally in a more cost effective manner. It is important to
understand that university is not the only option for young people wishing to further themselves.
We would like thank all of our members who took a stand at the event including the mac-group, MJM Group, Norbrook Laboratories, Firmus Energy, Michael Goss & Co Ltd,
PKF-FPM, PMK Accountancy Services, O’Hare & McGovern, Kelly Brothers, Felix O’Hare & Co Ltd, Daly Park & Co Ltd, Shelbourne Motors and ABP Food Group who have created
a combined total of 52 apprenticeship opportunities within their respected organisations.
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BREXIT DIALOGUE

Newry Chamber representatives met with Diane Dodds, MEP
for Northern Ireland in her office in Lisburn on Friday 6th April
to discuss the latest developments of Brexit.

Prime Minister urged to visit Newry Border Area

Source: Newry Democrat

CEO of Newry Chamber, Mary Meehan met with Dawn Shackles, Programme Coordinator for Space & Place
NI in the MAC Theatre, Belfast as part of the ongoing Brexit Dialogue Fund discussions including concerns
around working, living and travelling in Europe Post-Brexit.
The Community Foundation for Northern Ireland CEO, Andrew McCracken opened the seminar, stating:
“Many communities we work with feel disempowered in the Brexit discussions that are happening. Our aim
is to help a range of communities take part in the wider debate”.
Mary Meehan added:
“The Brexit Dialogue Fund has enabled discussions with key Brexit figures including politicians and leading
businesses”.

PROJECT IRELAND 2040
Project Ireland 2040 is the Irish Government’s overarching policy initiative to
make Ireland a better country emphasising social outcomes and values ahead of
economic targets.
Dundalk Chamber and Newry Chamber have submitted an expression of interest
for a future joint project to promote economic ties between the 2 Chambers.
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NEWRY CHAMBER ATTENDS GOLIATH EVENT
Paul Convery, President of Newry Chamber and
Mary Meehan, CEO of Newry Chamber along with a
number of our Board Members were in attendance
at the launch event of an amazing new charity, the
Goliath Trust. The charity has been established to
ensure educational equality for children all across
Northern Ireland.
The inspirational, Senator George Mitchell was the
key note speaker and spoke of the importance of
education in shaping his life and how our children of
today are our politicians, entrepreneurs, poets and
teachers of tomorrow. He was joined by other
leading politicians that 20 years ago shaped the
future of Northern Ireland.

NEWRY CHAMBER ANNUAL GOLF CLASSIC 2018
Newry Chamber of Commerce & Trade is set to tee off with this year’s Annual Golf Classic sponsored by CGDM
Construction taking place in Warrenpoint Golf Club on Friday 18th May with a 12pm ‘shotgun start’.
Mary Meehan, CEO of Newry Chamber stated at the launch of the event, “We are delighted once again to be
hosting this great networking and social event for our members and the wider business community. We would
like to encourage all local businesses to put in a team and benefit from the networking on what promises to be
a great days outing.”

NEWRY CHAMBER OFFICE MOVE
Newry Chamber has recently moved office to:
Granite Exchange
5-6 Kildare Street
Newry
We know this professional, vibrant and state of the
art office space in the heart of Newry will provide
us with the perfect base to fulfill our members’
needs for many years to come.

Cathal Grant, Managing Director of CGDM Construction commented, “CGDM Construction is delighted to be
the main sponsor of the Newry Chamber Annual Golf Classic this year in Warrenpoint Golf Club. As
participants in the event the past 3 years, it is always an extremely well organised and fun event. With this
year’s ‘shotgun start’, it is also going to bring all of the teams together for an exciting start and great
networking opportunities at the 19th hole.”
Prizes for the four-ball competition include rounds of golf at some of Ireland’s top golf resorts as well as
individual prizes for the ‘Nearest to the Pin’ and ‘Longest Drive’ competitions.
Entry to the four-ball competition costs £180 + VAT including a two course meal and a goody bag for each
player. Your business can also avail of hole advertising at a cost of £100 + VAT. If you would be interested in
booking a team or sponsoring a hole, please contact Newry Chamber on (028) 30250303 or email:
jarlath@newrychamber.com.

TOWN-CENTRE CCTV MEETING FOR MEMBERS
Newry, Mourne & Down District Council has decided to remove the town-centre CCTV in Newry City,
Warrenpoint, Ballynahinch, Downpatrick and Kilkeel. The decision comes as crime levels throughout the
district continues at low levels based on reported crime in all categories and as the equipment used has
reached the end of its useful life. Although a CCTV monitoring and surveillance service will continue to be
provided next year, during the course of 2018-19, the Council will remove faulty CCTV cameras from the six
town-centres and completely withdraw the entire town-centre CCTV service by the 31st March 2019.
In light of this, we will be offering our members the opportunity to attend a meeting between our members
and representatives from the Community Planning and Performance Department of Newry, Mourne & Down
District Council on Tuesday 15th May from 12pm-1pm in the Auditorium of the Sean Hollywood Arts Centre.
There will be a 15 minute verbal briefing from the department who will explain the background, summary of
the issues and the reasoning for the decision. This will then be subsequently followed by a Q&A session for the
remainder of the time allocated.
If you would like the opportunity to express your views on this issue and the impact that it may have on your
business, you can register your interest by emailing:
admin@newrychamber.com
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MEMBER NEWS
MJM GROUP WELCOMES AZAMARA PURSUIT INTO BELFAST
MJM Group made history on Wednesday 4th April when the Azamara Pursuit sailed into Belfast for a complete
refit at Harland & Wolff. The luxury cruise liner, which is managed by Azamara Club Cruises, a global brand of
Royal Caribbean Cruise Ltd, will undergo a complete interior refurbishment under the management and
supervision of MJM Group, whilst berthed at Harland & Wolff.
Gary Annett, CEO, MJM Group said, “We are delighted to welcome the Azamara Pursuit safely to Belfast
following its two-week journey from the Bahamas. This truly is historic not just for MJM Group but for the
marine industry and there is a real sense that the eyes of the marine world are firmly on us and on Northern
Ireland”.
The Azamara Pursuit will be docked in Belfast for several months while a full refit is carried out. The ship will
sail for to Southampton at the end of July ahead of its maiden voyage from Southampton to Norway on 1
August 2018.

GLEN DIMPLEX FOUNDER, BECOMES FIRST IRISH WINNER OF OSLO BUSINESS FOR PEACE PRIZE
At a ceremony in Oslo on Tuesday 20th March, the Business for Peace Foundation declared its 2018 Honourees.
Local Entrepreneur and Founder of Glen Dimplex Ireland, Mr. Martin Naughton has been announced as the
first ever Irish Honouree by the Foundation following his nomination by Chambers Ireland in conjunction with
the Northern Ireland Chamber of Commerce and Industry and South Dublin Chamber.
Mary Meehan, CEO of Newry Chamber, said: “This is tremendous global recognition for a local entrepreneur
and one of Ireland’s most successful business leaders who has played a key role in effecting positive societal
change”.
Paul Convery, President of Newry Chamber also commented: “As we approach the 20th anniversary of the
Good Friday Agreement, the selfless efforts of Mr Naughton is a reminder that we as a business community
must continue to work to maintain peace on the island of Ireland and to promote and support business
operating on and trading both sides of the border”.

BEST PROPERTY SERVICES APPOINT NEW DIRECTOR
Edwina Flynn has been appointed Director of Best Property Services joining Garry Best, Ciara Aiken and Conor
Mallon to head up South Down’s most successful estate agency.
She has worked in the property sector for over a decade and has over twenty years' expertise in customer
management. Edwina is a member of the National Association of Estate Agents and leads the residential sales
team, heading up sales, marketing and completions of all properties listed for private and corporate sale.
Commenting on behalf of the Directors, Managing Director Garry Best said: “Edwina has been an integral part
of the business for more than 10 years and her absolute commitment has made a significant contribution to
our growth in residential sales during that time.”
“She’s been instrumental in introducing a number of new initiatives which enhance our customer experience
and which also secured us a Silver Estate Agency of the Year Award for Northern Ireland in 2016. We’re
delighted to celebrate with her now as she transitions to a Director role within Best Property Services.”

THE BANK BAR & BISTRO HITS THE NI TOP 100
The Bank Bar & Bistro has been named in the Top 100 Hospitality Businesses in Northern Ireland by Hospitality
Ulster. The coveted list, compiled by industry body, Hospitality Ulster with a top panel of industry experts was
unveiled at a prestigious ceremony at Titanic, Belfast.
From Michelin starred restaurants and five-star hotels to buzzing city centre nightclubs, gastropubs, quaint
country pubs and hotels, the Bank Bar & Bistro can say that they rubbed shoulders with the best in their
industry.
In recognition of the huge contribution of each and every winner, the Awards were presented in alphabetical
order with each winner receiving equal recognition for their role in driving forward industry standards.
The full Hospitality Ulster list can be viewed online at - www.top100ni.com

FIRMUS ENERGY TEAMS UP WITH ‘LIGHTHOUSE’ CHARITY
Firmus Energy has partnered leading suicide prevention and crisis support charity ‘Lighthouse’ as part of its
annual nominated ‘charity of the year’.
Rochelle Magee who sits on the Firmus Energy fundraising committee commented: ‘’At Firmus Energy, as well
as bringing the option of natural gas to thousands of homes and businesses, we are focused on ensuring that
we make a positive contribution to local communities across Northern Ireland. Every January our staff vote for
its nominated charity of the year and this year Lighthouse was a clear leader among our employees.”
Lighthouse Co-founder Jo Murphy welcomed Firmus Energy’s support:
“The support Firmus Energy is offering will go towards sustaining these lifesaving services and help grow our
youth mentoring programme.”
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UPCOMING EVENTS
NEWRY CHAMBER TO MEET WITH ITALIAN AMBASSADOR TO IRELAND, MR. PAOLO SERPI
The Italian Ambassador to Ireland, Mr Paolo Serpi, will be visiting the Chamber office on Monday 16th of April at 3pm
and will be accompanied by Mr. Carlo Siciliano, First Secretary (Commercial) and Deputy Head of Mission of this
Embassy.
If you would be interested in meeting to discuss any trading issues or indeed to explore opportunities in the Italian
market, then please advise as soon as possible and we will do our best to arrange a 1-1 meeting.

NEWRY BUSINESS IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT FREE GDPR BREAKFAST BRIEFING
Newry Business Improvement District is hosting a FREE GDPR Breakfast Briefing in the Canal Court Hotel on Friday 20th
April from 8am-10am to prepare businesses before it comes into being on 25th May 2018.
Tracey Tookey, Head of Risk & Compliance at Centaur will brief attendees on the key requirements of GDPR and
discuss how it is likely to impact your business as well as offering some practical advice on how your business can
demonstrate compliance.
Register your place at:
www.newry.com

ULSTER BANK ECONOMIC VISION 2020
Following the successful launch of Ulster Bank Boost in 2017, Ulster Bank are delighted to bring you their headline
event of 2018, Economic Vision 2020. The event will take place in the spectacular surroundings of the Drawing Office
in Titanic Hotel Belfast on Thursday 10th May 2018 from 7.45am-9.30am.
Broadcaster Mark Simpson talks to RBS Chief Economist, Sebastian Burnside and Ulster Bank Chief Economist NI,
Richard Ramsey about the most pressing economic issues for Northern Ireland, the UK and the global economy. There
has been no shortage of uncertainty and surprises over the last two years including Trump’s election, the UK’s EU
Referendum and political instability; all in the context of ongoing austerity. The panel will unpick these and other
topics, providing valuable insight for Northern Ireland businesses to help with their strategic planning and decisionmaking.
Register your FREE place by searching ‘Economic Vision 2020 on Eventbrite.

JACK MURPHY JEWELLERS DIAMONDS & DAQUIRIS ANNUAL COCKTAIL PARTY
Jack Murphy Jewellers are once again hosting their 6th annual renowned Diamonds & Daiquiris Cocktail Party.
The event takes place on Thursday 19th April at 5.30pm-8pm in their Newry store.
It is a FREE event and everyone is cordially invited. This is one of the biggest nights of the year for Jack Murphy
Jewellers and has become an established event in the Newry Social Calendar. They will be showcasing their stunning
diamond collection along with an array of exquisite diamond rings. Jack Murphy himself will also be offering a
masterclass in all things diamonds by presenting some of their most impressive loose diamonds and their qualities.
Every guest will be in the running to take home some beautiful pieces. Throughout the night, they will be spinning the
wheel of fortune to give away over £1,000 worth of spot prizes. An event definitely not to be missed!

DAVID MEADE WRAPS UP RECORD BREAKING TOUR IN NEWRY
In his funniest and most impossible show yet - Mindreader, BBC Star and Mentalist David Meade will blow your mind
as he beats the odds and predicts the impossible. Now performing all over the world, David’s ‘Wizard of Odds’
national tour on home soil has been blowing minds across the country with the show closing on Saturday 19 th May in
Newry Town Hall. The tour which has been his biggest yet has sold out in venues across Ireland to over 7,000 people.
“It’s been fantastic to have the show so well received from Belfast to Dublin and for me, it’s really special to close the
tour in my home City. Last year was the first time we took the tour to Newry and this year we added two nights in the
City as the feedback was so good, We were here in February and the audience was really energizing. This year, it’s a
brand new show so I hope to welcome new audiences and old friends for lots of laughs, impossible feats, mindreading
and general mayhem!” said David.
Tickets are priced at £18 and are available from the Town Hall or get your tickets on Eventbrite by searching - David
Meade Mindreader Newry.

