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RECOGNITION FOR NEWRY'S TOP EMPLOYEES
Newry’s top employees were celebrated at the inaugural Greater Newry Area Employee Awards in the Canal Court Hotel & Spa on Saturday 

15th September. Hosted by Newry Chamber of Commerce & Trade and presented by BBC News Correspondent, Mark Simpson, more than 

200 employees from across the region attended the glittering Gala Awards Ceremony. 

 

Ten employees and one team won the top awards on the night with the overall Employee of the Year awarded to Vladimir Mishurov,  

Deli Lites Ireland. The Team of the Year went to Kilkeel based Rockwell Collins. A further 5 teams and 29 employees from businesses and 

organisations across the Greater Newry Area received commendations on the night for their achievements. 

 

The winners on the night included:

STAY CONNECTED WITH NEWRY CHAMBER

The 12 winners of the inaugural Greater Newry Area Employee Awards at the Gala 

Awards Ceremony in the Canal Court Hotel & Spa on Saturday 15th September.

The winner of the Overall Employee of the Year Award, Vladimir Mishurov from  

Deli Lites Ireland with  category sponsor Michael Scott, Editor of the Newry Democrat. 

Tourism & Hospitality - Natasha Daryaie (The Fun House) 

Manufacturing & Engineering - Richard Hughes (Exact CNC NI Ltd) 

Retail - Louise Grant (MacAdorey Optometrists)  

Public Sector - Stephen Simpson (PSNI) 

Professional Services - Sean Brady (Autoline Insurance Group) 

Creative, Media & Digital - Steve Malone (Newry Democrat)

Property & Construction - Thomas Murnin (Branagan Construction) 

Family Business - Alice Tavey (Branagan Construction Ltd) 

Team of the Year - Composites NPI Engineering Team (Rockwell Collins) 

Unsung Hero - Richard Campbell (NIFRS) 

Overall Employee of the Year - Vladimir Mishurov (Deli Lites Ireland)

The positive response of the awards has been truly overwhelming and we would like to thank our sponsors for making the event possible. 



We would like to thank Madam Wang Shuying, Consulate General of the 

People's Republic of China in Belfast who recently hosted representatives

of Newry Chamber at their new premises. 

 

Pictured from left to right: 

Mark Bleakney, Southern Regional Manager at Invest NI; Jerome Mullen, 

Polish Honorary Consul; Madam Wang Shuying, Consulate General of the 

People's Republic of China; Paul Convery, President of Newry Chamber 

and Colm Shannon, CEO of Newry Chamber. 

Newry Chamber of Commerce & Trade announced the appointment of Colm Shannon as the new Chief Executive Officer. Colm took up his 

new position on the 1st September from outgoing Chief Executive Officer, Mary Meehan.  

 

The former senior Civil Servant was previously Director of Executive Support and International Relations in the Executive Office,  

playing a key role in coordinating the response to Brexit. He has also worked across a number of North/South programmes and was Joint 

Secretary of the North South Ministerial Council in Armagh for four years between 2012 and 2016. Prior to this he worked in a range of 

senior communication roles. 

NEWRY CHAMBER APPOINTS NEW CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER

NEW MEMBERS - SEPTEMBER 

CHINESE CONSUL HOSTS NEWRY 

CHAMBER IN BELFAST 

Colm commented upon taking up the new position: "I am excited by the challenges of the job. The 

Greater Newry Area has a rich trading tradition and an entrepreneurial spirit which has contributed to 

the economic growth of the region. As CX of the Chamber I look forward to working with our regional 

and national partners to ensure the voice of our members is heard and listened to. Business and retail 

opportunities remain strong, however I recognise that the Brexit negotiations and the absence of a 

Stormont Executive has created uncertainty. On your behalf I will ensure the interests of members will 

be to the forefront, as the Chamber works with local, national and international partners. 

 

As a Chamber I will work to ensure the continuation of a strong programme of networking and 

collaboration for our members. In the months ahead, we have a very exciting programme of events 

including the Greater Newry Area Employee Awards on 15th September. This is a great opportunity for 

local business to recognise, reward and say a big thank you to their employees. On the 18th October we 

have the Annual President’s Banquet, which is a real highlight of the business year in Newry. This year 

we are delighted to have former Taoiseach Bertie Ahern as our guest speaker. 

 

I look forward to meeting up with as many members as possible to learn more about their business and 

how the Chamber can work with you." 



INNOVATION NATION 2018 SHINES A LIGHT ON VIBRANT ECONOMY IN 

NEWRY, MOURNE AND DOWN

FIRST DERIVATIVES ANNOUNCES RECRUITMENT OF 1,000 NEW 

EMPLOYEES BY 2021

First Derivatives (FD) announced its intention to recruit 1,000 new employees in the next three years. The new recruits will facilitate the 

continued rapid growth of the business and will be across graduate, experienced and senior levels. This employee expansion builds on 

sustained growth at First Derivatives, with annual growth averaging 31% over the past three years. 

 

First Derivatives is a multinational software and consulting company that currently employs more than 2,400 employees. The company 

recruits exceptional candidates both local and international with a focus on STEM backgrounds and provides unparalleled career 

opportunities. The new jobs will be across the company’s operations, including FinTech, where FD works with many of the world’s leading 

financial institutions and a range of other industries, including manufacturing, digital marketing, retail, gaming, telecoms, automotive and

space. FD's Kx technology addresses Big Data challenges across all these industries, providing a stimulating work environment and the 

opportunity to work with our global client base to provide cutting edge technology solutions. 

Founder & CEO, Brian Conlon announced the news as he opened Innovation Nation 

2018 in Newry Town Hall on Thursday 27th September.  

 

Mr Conlon commented: 

 

“This is an exciting time for FD and this expansion reflects the strong growth and 

development of the company. We have a highly skilled and accomplished team, 

and we look forward to bringing on more talent.” 

The economy in Newry, Mourne and Down is cementing its growing reputation on the world map as a hub of innovation with the help of 

some fast-growing indigenous businesses and an energetic tech ecosystem. That was the message from the first ever Innovation Nation 

conference held in Newry Town Hall on Thursday 27th September where some of the district’s most prominent entrepreneurs and 

business leaders told how they have grown globally recognisable businesses. 

 

Innovation Nation 2018 heard from Brian Conlon, Founder and Chief Executive of First Derivatives plc, Norbrook Laboratories Chief 

Executive, Liam Nagle and STATSports Chief Commercial Officer, Sean O’Connor as well as inspiring entrepreneurs and tech leaders from 

elsewhere. 

 

Keynote speaker and serial entrepreneur Mark Little addressed the conference on the opportunities in the digital age for companies from 

all sectors of the business world and told his story of starting successful technology companies and working for one of the most 

well-known social media firms, Twitter. 

He said: “It has been hugely inspiring to see first-hand the brilliant energy 

which is to be found in the businesses we’ve seen from in and around the 

Newry Mourne and Down District. Some really exciting global companies 

have emerged from the area and if the talent from the start-up community 

is anything to go by, there will be many more to come in the years ahead.” 

 

Mark Murnin, Chair of Newry, Mourne and Down District Council, said:  

“Innovation Nation 2018 has shone a light on the vibrant ecosystem of 

innovation and technology which has been building in this district for some 

time. As a council we want to see the economy here flourish and we’re 

determined to make sure we do all we can to encourage even more 

innovation, more energy and more entrepreneurial spirit in the coming 

years.” 



CHRISTMAS RETAIL MASTERCLASS
Monday 22nd October, 2018  

Bellini's, Newry 

8.15am - 9.30am 

FREE 

Newry Chamber is delighted to help you prepare for Christmas 2018. The 

session will be provided by Mags McAlpin from Creating Retail Magic, 

professional visual merchandising and retail consultants providing 

design solutions, mentoring and training to independent business.  

 

Mags McAlpin has won many creative sector business awards and 

accolades including the prestigious International VM Christmas Award 

for the phenomenally successful Twilight Market at St. Georges Market, 

Belfast.  

 

The session will comprise:

How to make International Retail Trends work for your business 

Professional Visual Merchandising Guidelines

Lots of Christmas Retail Ideas to Inspire and Excite 

PLACES ARE LIMITED! 

 

BOOK NOW: 

ADMIN@NEWRYCHAMBER.COM



MALONE ACCOUNTING REBRAND

PKF-FPM WIN HAT-TRICK OF AWARDS
Congratulations to our member, PKF-FPM who won an unprecedented hat-trick of national awards 

at the British Accountancy Awards at Grovenor House Marriot Hotel, London on Wednesday night. 

 

The company took home the awards for: 

 

1. Tax Team of the Year 

2. Mid-Tier Firm of the Year 

3. Feargal McCormack - Partner of the Year 

 

To be shortlisted for three national awards and to take all three home is a phenomenal achievement.

Our member, Malone Accounting are proud to announce the recent rebranding and renaming of the 

company. After trading as Malone Lynchehaun for over 30 years, the company felt it was the right 

time to update the brand and image. The rebrand brings with it a new logo and website. With the new 

brand, Malone Accounting is looking forward to helping their clients as they have always done and 

improving how they deliver their high quality service. The company would like to thank their clients 

for their business and support and look forward to helping and assisting their continued growth for 

many years to come. 

 

For further information, please visit: 

www.maloneaccounting.co.uk 

MEMBER NEWS

BUTTERCRANE EMBRACE COLOURFUL NEW RECYCLING INITIATIVE
Buttercrane Shopping Centre is the first commercial premises in Northern Ireland to launch an 

innovative Gum Recycling initiative.   

 

Peter Murray Centre Manager says: “Business’ spend hundreds of thousands of pounds annually 

to get rid of chewing gum on pavements. Based on just 1% of Buttercrane customers dropping 

gum, the annual clean-up is estimated at some £13k. It’s ugly and messy and as a centre we 

invest significantly in cleansing to make sure the Centre is clean and welcoming. We’ve 

embraced recycling in other aspects of our business and when I discovered the products 

designed by GUMDROP Ltd, I was keen to do explore this from an environmental and business 

perspective and I’d hope to see others follow suit.” 

ACCOUNTING TOP MARKS FOR SRC'S DANIELLE BROWN
Danielle Brown has received one of the top marks in the country in the Diploma for Accounting 

Technicians programme this year. Danielle studied on the Higher Level Apprenticeship Accounting 

course at Southern Regional College, Newry Campus. She studied at college one day per week and 

attended work placement with Cunningham and McPartland Accountants in Kilkeel four days per 

week.  After her two year course, she is being further trained by her placement company Cunningham 

and McPartland Accountants. 

 

Cunningham and McPartland said: “We would like to congratulate Danielle on her outstanding 

achievement.  We have enjoyed having Danielle with us over the past 2 years and wish her well for her

future career.” 



Granite Exchange is hosting it's very first 

charity event in aid of Head Injury Support with 

a special guest appearance from the critically 

acclaimed Mindreader and Mentalist, David 

Meade. 

 

Spend your Friday morning having brunch in 

Granite Exchange followed by a motivational 

speech by David Meade with all proceeds in aid 

of Head Injury Support. 

 

Ticket Price - £25.00 

 

(Includes Brunch, entry to David Meade and 

raffle ticket) 

 

Tickets can be purchased via: 

Eventbrite.com  

 

PLEASE NOTE: This is a TICKET ONLY event. 

Jack Murphy Jewellers is proud to present 'Sparkle in Style' in aid of  

Southern Area Hospice Services. They have teamed up with the best in 

fashion and jewellery to bring you an unmissable evening at the Canal Court 

Hotel, Newry on Thursday 15th September.  

 

Lisa McGowan, from Lisa's Lust List blog will be making her first official 

appearance in Newry and hosting the evening. 

 

The night promises to be an extravaganza with a variety of spot prizes to be 

won throughout the evening, as well as a Best Dressed prize. The biggest 

sparkler of the night will be the grand raffle to win a diamond worth a 

whopping £1,000! 

 

DRESS CODE: Smart Casual 

 

All proceeds will go to Southern Area Hospice Services.

As keynote speakers, KPMG will help you 

explore how to make a business more 

successful with cash flow and tax efficiencies. 

The FREE session will also focus on how to 

effectively manage cash flow and working 

capital to save time and money and offer a 

greater understanding of “making tax digital” 

around criteria, timeline and implementation. 

Ulster Bank invites you to join them in Bellini's, 

Newry for the final event in this series. A light 

lunch will be available from 12 noon with the 

main presentation beginning at 12.30am. 

 

Tickets can be purchased via: 

Eventbrite.com 


