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Paul Convery, President of Newry Chamber welcoming and addressing our
attendees at the Annual President's Banquet in the Canal Court Hotel & Spa.

Broadcast Journalist and MC on the night, Sarah Travers and
Former Taoiseach, Bertie Ahern Q&A at the Annual President's Banquet.

ANNUAL PRESIDENT'S BANQUET WITH BERTIE AHERN

We must not go back to the borders of the past was the clear message from Paul Convery, President of Newry Chamber of Commerce &
Trade at our Annual President’s Banquet, in the Canal Court Hotel & Spa on Thursday 18th October.
Highlighting the story of Newry’s economic success, Paul Convery, President of the Newry Chamber said:
“Today, we have created one of Northern Ireland’s fastest growing regions, strategically positioned as we are at the heart of the
Dublin-Belfast economic corridor. It is an area renowned for its entrepreneurial spirit, dynamic business leaders and talented workforce.
The Greater Newry Area is home to 7 of Northern Ireland’s top 100 companies. Small local businesses, like Norbrook Laboratories, MJM
Group and First Derivatives have developed into global players.”
Calling for clarity on Brexit, he said:
“We do not want to go back to a period of barriers, borders and bureaucratic customs checks, which will make our businesses uncompetitive
and our area unattractive to visitors, investors and the people who want to do business with us. To exploit the opportunities and continue to
generate growth we need a resolution to Brexit. The arrival of the Single Market and the Good Friday Agreement led to a situation where the
border could quite simply disappear. Since then, businesses and communities, lives and livelihoods have developed and prospered beyond
any previous measure. As business leaders we owe it to the young people growing up in our city where full employment is now the norm, we
simply cannot turn the clock back."

STAY CONNECTED WITH NEWRY CHAMBER

NEWRY, MOURNE AND DOWN COMPANIES OFFERED THE CHANCE TO PITCH
FOR BUSINESS IN LONDON
Newry Chamber of Commerce & Trade with the support of Newry, Mourne and Down District Council, is offering local companies an
opportunity to visit one of London's top Design and Construction exhibitions.
The event in London on 3rd and 4th December 2018 will offer companies the opportunity for face to face meetings with a range of
prospective buyers.
Announcing details of the event, Colm Shannon, Chief Executive of Newry Chamber said:
"As a result of the support from Newry, Mourne and Down District Council, we will be supporting the attendance of a number of local
companies at this year's Construction and Design Platform in London. The event offers the opportunity to meet some of the UK's top
companies and suppliers. These companies are seeking to buy products and services across a wide range of companies in Design,
Construction and Refurbishment.
With the financial support from the local Council, the Chamber is able to reduce the cost for local companies interested in attending and
can also offer tailored support to set up face to face meetings with prospective buyers."
With the financial support from the local Council, the Chamber is able to reduce the cost
for local companies interested in attending and can also offer tailored support to set up
face to face meetings with prospective buyers."
Confirming the Council's support, Mark Murnin, Chairman of Newry, Mourne and Down
District Council said:
"In the Construction Industry, there has been a considerable shift from new build to
refurbishment and upgrading of properties in Commercial Offices, Retail, Healthcare,
Leisure, Entertainment and the Education Sectors. Newry, Mourne and Down District
Council is delighted to support the Chamber in securing access for local companies to
this important market."
Each package includes relevant pre-arranged business appointments with appropriate
buyers, hotel accommodation, all a la carte event meals and beverages, access to all
event, social and networking functions and a profile entry into the event directory.
For further information on the event, please visit:
www.newrychamber.com

Cllr Mark Murnin, Chairman of Newry, Mourne and Down
District Council and Colm Shannon, Chief Executive of
Newry Chamber launching the London Trip.

NEWRY CHAMBER SIGNS COOPERATION AGREEMENT WITH THE CHINESE
CITY OF CHANGCHUN

Newy Chamber of Commerce & Trade has signed a Cooperation Agreement with the City of Changchun, China. The agreement was signed
with the Changchun Municipal Committee of the China Council for the Promotion of International Trade, during the Chamber’s recent visit
to China.
As the capital of Jilin Province, Changchun, China is the second largest city in Northeast China and the political, economic and cultural
centre of the province. The Chamber was in China following an invite from the City of Changchun and as part of Newry, Mourne and Down
District Council trade visit to China.
Speaking at the signing of the agreement in the City of Changchun, the President of the Newry Chamber, Paul Convery said:
“Newry Chamber of Commerce & Trade represents more than 200 businesses in the
Greater Newry Area. The purpose of this agreement is to jointly promote the development
of economic, trading and enterprise exchanges between the cities of Newry and
Changchun. It covers the promotion of cooperation in a range of areas including economy,
trade and technology.
Several local businesses have key trade links with China and this agreement is an
important step in our relationship building between our two countries. We hope that the
agreement will result in further exchanges and provide new opportunities for our local
businesses.”

PREFERRED ROUTE IDENTIFIED FOR THE SOUTHERN RELIEF ROAD

We welcome the further progress announced recently during a meeting with the Department for Infrastructure which identified a
Preferred Route for the Southern Relief Road. Five routes were analysed taking into consideration performance across the scheme
objectives and the views of the public raised in the community consultation event. The Southern Relief Road aims to provide a strategic
transport link from the A1 Belfast - Dublin key transport corridor to the A2 Warrenpoint dual carriageway. The Preferred Route links the A2
Warrenpoint Road to the Ellisholding Junction on the A1 and starts on the A2 Warrenpoint Road along the frontage of Greenbank Industrial
Estate and crosses the Newry River and Canal, to the south of Drumalane Quarry and then heads in a westerly direction towards the A1.
Southern Divisional Roads Manager, Simon Richardson commented:
“This is another key step in the delivery of the Newry Southern Relief Road which if
constructed will be an important link road between the key strategic corridor of the
A1/N1 Belfast to Dublin route with the A2 and Northern Ireland’s second largest port
at Warrenpoint Port.
The route will improve journey times and journey time reliability for strategic traffic
between the A2 Warrenpoint Road and the A1/N1. It will also significantly improve
road safety and traffic congestion within Newry City Centre by providing an
alternative route for strategic traffic. The scheme will improve accessibility to both
Newry City and Warrenpoint Port and support and maintain sustainable economic
growth and employment within the area.”
The next stage of the project will be to develop the detailed design of the road.
A series of local exhibitions and information events will be held over the coming
months that will keep the public and stakeholders up to date on scheme
developments. Details of these events will be published in due course.
Continued development of the proposal remains subject to the approval of the
business case, clearing the statutory procedures and funding being made available.

The Preferred Route links the A2 Warrenpoint Road to the
Ellisholding Junction on the A1, starting along the front of
Greenbank, crosses the Newry River, south of Drumalane Quarry.

We hope your business can join us again this year and be part of the largest Christmas Charity event in Northern Ireland, which supports a
number of local charities annually including St Vincent de Paul and The Salvation Army with over £1.3m raised since its inception in 1999.

BOOK NOW: admin@newrychamber.com or 028 3025 0303 ext. 2

NEWRY CHAMBER WELCOME BELFAST REGION CITY DEAL

Paul Convery, President of Newry Chamber of Commerce & Trade, welcomed the Belfast Region City Deal as an important step forward for
the Council’s regeneration plans for the Greater Newry Area.
Commenting on the Chancellor’s announcement he said:
“As a Chamber, we hope the investment of £850m across the 6 District Councils will unlock key infrastructure projects for the Greater
Newry Area, including Newry, Mourne and Down District Council's ambitious City Centre regeneration projects, investment in tourism and
the Southern Relief Road. Combined with recent jobs announcements from local businesses, this is further positive news for our local
economy.”

CHRISTMAS RETAIL MASTERCLASS

Thank you to Mags McAlpin of Creating Retail Magic - Visual Merchandising &
Creative Retail Consultancy for the inspiring workshop in Bellinis, Newry on
Monday 22nd October where our attendees were provided with simple yet
effective ways to engage with customers over the festive season.
KEY POINTS:
1. Storytelling using visual marketing concepts will make your retail business
stand out from the rest.
2. Tools such as action plans are essential for meeting your customer
experience targets.

CYBER SECURITY BRIEFING WITH CISCO

Cyber Security has very much been in the news recently.
We hosted a Breakfast Briefing on Friday 5th October with Cisco on the subject in the
Graduate Training Restaurant in the Southern Regional College
The key message for small to medium sized businesses is that you should be
prepared to Cyber Essentials stage or Cyber Essentials plus.
A recent small and medium business report from Cisco Security estimates that for
the 20% of small and medium sized businesses that faced a security breach the cost
is between $1m to $2.5m.

MEMBER NEWS
BRIAN CONLON NAMED
ENTREPRENEUR OF THE YEAR
Congratulations to Brian Conlon, Founder & CEO of First Derivatives
plc who was named Entrepreneur of the Year at the AIM Awards 2018
at a glittering awards ceremony in the Old Billingsgate, London on
Thursday 11th October.
First Derivatives plc also picked up the Best Technology Award at the
ceremony.

MILESTONE NAMED RETAILER OF THE YEAR

Congratulations to our member, Milestone Rathfriland who picked up an impressive 4 awards
including the headline award for Retailer of the Year at Northern Ireland's Neighbourhood
Retailer Awards, recently held in the Crowne Plaza Belfast.
Milestone Rathfriland were named as winners of:
1. Fresh Food Store of the Year
2. Store Manager of the Year
3. Neighbourhood Store of the Year
4. Retailer of the Year

SHELBOURNE MOTORS APPOINT O'HARE & MCGOVERN FOR NEW £5M
NEWRY FACILITY

Shelbourne Motors has appointed local building contractor O'Hare & McGovern to build its new
£5m multi-franchise facility in Newry as Renault signs-up to the showpiece development. The
Newry based chartered building company has commenced work on the 50,000 sq ft development
that will create 60 new jobs when it’s scheduled to open in Summer 2019.
It will include new car showrooms, new car handover bays, lounge-style waiting area with café
and a drive-thru service centre with a 28-bay service workshop.

THIRD COWORKING SPACE FOR THE HUB NEWRY

The Hub Newry launched its first coworking hub at St. Colmans Park in the city back in 2012 and
such was its success that a second space in Abbey Yard was launched in 2016 and now a third
space two years later on Margaret Street.
As well as the usual essentials such as hot desks, private office spaces and meeting rooms a
unique feature of their new hub is the addition of a 12 seater mini cinema.
To book a tour of The Hub’s new coworking space for yourself, your team or your business, please
contact Suzanne and the team on:
T: 028 3026 0122 or E: info@thehubnewry.com

Jack Murphy Jewellers is proud to present 'Sparkle in
Style' in aid of Southern Area Hospice Services.
They have teamed up with the best in fashion and
jewellery to bring you an unmissable evening at the
Canal Court Hotel, Newry on Thursday 15th November.
Lisa McGowan, from Lisa's Lust List blog will be making
her first official appearance in Newry and hosting the
evening.
The night promises to be an extravaganza with a variety
of spot prizes to be won throughout the evening, as well
as a Best Dressed prize.
The biggest sparkler of the night will be the grand raffle
to win a diamond worth a whopping £1,000!
DRESS CODE:
Smart Casual
All proceeds will go to Southern Area Hospice Services.
As keynote speakers, KPMG will help you
explore how to make a business more
successful with cash flow and tax efficiencies.
The FREE session will also focus on how to
effectively manage cash flow and working
capital to save time and money and offer a
greater understanding of “making tax digital”
around criteria, timeline and implementation.
Ulster Bank invites you to join them in Bellini's,
Newry on Friday 16th November for the final
event in this series. A light lunch will be
available from 12 noon with the main
presentation beginning at 12.30am.
Tickets can be purchased via: Eventbrite.com

