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CHAMBERS IRELAND

Å41 Chambers

ÅApprox. 8000 businesses

Å1 million employees



OUR SERVICES

Policy Support
International 
Engagement

Export Services Network Trips

Supporting 
membership 
growth

Communications

Branding Governance



International 
Engagement



Leveraging 
the EU For 
Irish 
ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎΧ

AN OPEN MARKET AND 
FREE TRADE

ESSENTIAL SKILLS 
THROUGH FREE 

MOVEMENT OF PEOPLE

ACCESS TO FINANCE 
AND INVESTMENT IN 

INFRASTRUCTURE 

SUPPORT FOR 
RESEARCH AND 
INNOVATION

CLIMATE ACTION AND 
EU GREEN DEAL

ACCESS TO GLOBAL 
MARKETS



Chambers and the EU



Benefits of the Single 
Market

ÅFree Movement of Goods, 
services, capital and persons

Å27 Member States

Å500 Million Consumers

Å22.5 million SMEs



LǊƛǎƘ ŜȄǇƻǊǘǎ ƛƴ нлмуΧ
ÅUSA- 28%

ÅBelgium- 13%

ÅUK- 11%

ÅGermany- 7%

ÅNetherlands- 5%

CSO- 2018



Lǘ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ƭƛƪŜ 
ǘƘƛǎΧ

ÅTrade partner diversification since 
1973

ÅIrish business starts to look 
beyond the UK

ÅMany more trade partners

ÅEU now much more important

ÅAs of 2017
ÅUK accounts for 12% of goods 

exports
Å24% of goods imports

Image from CSO

https://www.cso.ie/en/media/csoie/releasespublications/documents/statisticalyearbook/2004/ireland&theeu.pdf


SMEs and the Single 
Market

Å17% of Irish SME trade online 
throughout Single Market

ÅDouble EU average and highest 
in the EU

ÅBelow EU average when it comes 
ǘƻ ŜȄǇƻǊǘ ƻŦ ƎƻƻŘǎΧ

ÅIreland at 13.62% compared to 
average of 16.56%

ÅUK SMEs at 15.62% 



Von der Leyen
Commission-Priorities

ÅNew SME Strategy to be published this 
week

ÅEU Member States to trade more with 
each-other

ÅSingle Market can support resilience in 
face of global threats

ÅIncrease trading online and using Digital 
Single Market



EU Trade

ÅThrough EU, Ireland has access to markets all 
over the world

ÅRnagingfrom Customs Union models, to 
EEA, to comprehensive Free Trade 
Agreements (Canada, Japan, South Korea 
etc)



What next for EU 
Trade? 
ÅProtecting Rules Based Trade 

ÅWTO Reform

ÅOngoing trade negotiations 
with Australia, New Zealand 
and USA

ÅImplementing EU Trade Deals 

ÅSupporting SMEs to think 
global



What does this mean for 
Businesses on the Border?

Stuck in the 
Middle with 

EU



Post Transition

ÅNo Border infrastructure on the 
island

ÅChecks at NI Ports

ÅNI Remains in Single Market for 
Goods

ÅbL ŀƭǎƻ ǊŜƳŀƛƴǎ ƛƴ ¦YΩǎ /ǳǎǘƻƳǎ
territory

ÅHow will this impact your 
business?



Opportunities for Business

1. Use the Single Market!

2. Opportunities and Competitive 
Advantage 

3. Know your Supply Chain

4. Learn about Customs

5. Look to your Chamber, Local 
Enterprise Office and state agencies

6. Enterprise Europe Network 



Questions?


