
Newry Chamber President Emma Mullen Marmion delivers inspiring 

speech at Annual Banquet 

 

Past Presidents of Newry Chamber, distinguished guests, Ladies and 

Gentlemen, you are all very welcome here today to the Presidents 

Banquet 2021, and the official celebration of the 200th Anniversary of 

Newry Chamber of Commerce and Trade!  

 

Today is an incredible day for our Chamber and I am delighted that after 

the uncertainty of the last 18months, that we finally have the opportunity 

to rightfully celebrate this milestone in our Chambers history, with all of 

you - our colleagues from other Chambers across the country, our local 

stakeholders, our business community, our members, and guests.  

  

It is hard to believe that for over 200 years, our Chamber has been 

bringing people together just as we are coming together today.  Maybe 

not in such grand surroundings as we find ourselves in, but with the 

same intent for partnership, togetherness and collaboration.   

 

I want to pay tribute to our former President, business man and 

Historian, Michael McKeown who first uncovered and brought to light 

the existence of our Chamber from as early as 1820!  His research into 

our Chamber and into the history of Commerce and Trade in Newry 

since then has been fascinating and fills your soul with such pride of the 

journey and evolution of our City from then to now.  As you read the 

pages of our colourful 200 year past, you can’t help but feel the energy 

and vibrancy of Newry through the years, and the catalyst of our 

Chamber in Newry’s evolution.  

 



For over 200 years our Chamber has been lobbying to bring about 

change in our City for the Commercial development of our region.  

 

For over 200 years our Chamber have been visionaries, 

and “aspirationalists”, dreamers and shakers.  

 

For over 200 years they have been the representative voice of 

Newry business community.  Being bold and courageous even daring in 

what they wanted to achieve for our City.  

 

And although we are proud to announce to the world how Newry is a 

progressive city, ambitious and internationally focused, with the most 

hardworking, and outstanding talent., where our Small local businesses 

have been developed into global businesses – FD 

Technologies, Norbrook Laboratories, The MJM 

Group, ReGen Waste, DeliLites and Statsports  

 

I am reminded how our new generation informs us of everything that has 

changed, and yet our history reminds of everything that never does.  

  

• As early as 1820 the then Chamber President Isaac Glenny 

was writing to Lord Castlereagh about the maintenance 

and improvements to infrastructure needed along the Canal 

which was the source of prosperity for Newry at the time  

• In 1854 our chamber were giving consideration of the Fairs and 

Markets Bill, and the Towns Improvement Bill for improvements 

to water and sewage treatment and the introduction of rates for 

local improvement projects  



• in 1880s we were lobbying for a late train service from Belfast 

on the Great Northern Railway; setting up a committee to 

monitor rates and charges to ensure fairness for our local 

citizens and business community here   

• From as early as 1900 our chamber were giving evidence to be 

considered at Westminster -  for an act of parliament for a light 

railway between Newry and Keady!  

• Even opening a telegraph exchange in the back of 

a ladies clothes shop on no.2 kildare street for improved 

communication and links across the region  

  

And we wonder where our drive to ensure that our voice is heard, came 

from?  Where the passion and motivation of our Chamber to represent 

our region to our local representatives here and nationally on Brexit, and 

infrastructure development for the betterment of our City originates?  

  

Our chamber has been built on the firm shoulders of Visionaries 

 

• Aspired thinkers – who drained the swamp at Clanrye to lease 

out plots of reclaimed land to businesses that led the way for what 

is now our treasured Hill Street  

• Who in 1928, were the trustees and chairman of the then privately 

owned Harbour and Port trust  

• Visionaries who built a bridge across the Canal to link the two 

counties of Armagh and Down – and build our Town Hall on top!  

  



And we wonder where our inspiration comes from? Where our can-do 

attitude, our tenacity, and our ability to see beyond barriers and 

boundary’s originates?  

  

Over the last 2 years as President, people repeatedly ask.  What is it 

about Newry? What is it about their spirit? What is it about their 

entrepreneurial drive? It has taken me a while to put my finger on 

it.....but for me I can now sum up Newry is the perfect blending pot, of 

the dreamers and the realists.    

 

There is a famous Modern Family quote “There are dreamers and there 

are realists in this world.  You’d think the dreamers would find the 

dreamers, and the realists would find the realists, but more often than 

not, the opposite is true.  The dreamers need the realists to keep them 

from soaring too close to the sun, and the realists? Well, without the 

dreamers, they might not ever get off the ground” and here, we are a 

nation of people who aren’t afraid to dream of better tomorrows, 

matched perfectly with the realists who make the dreams reality.”    

  

And although today is not a day to dwell on the hardship of our city, it is 

a day to Acknowledge our historic past; I am sure at times our 

forefathers and foremothers felt like they were facing a test against all 

tests, where at times the cost, human and financial was so great, that it 

required relentless determination to get through hardship,  to continue to 

build and to rebuild Newry, again and again.  In the last 200 years 

through world wars, and the troubles of Northern Ireland, through the 

famine, and Covid19 pandemic we always dug deep to pull together and 

to pull through.  

 



Our history has shown our ability to adapt and to change, our inherent 

revolutionary and evolutionary spirit and how we held and continue to 

hold in the balance the dreamers and the realists - how we hold on one 

hand the current realities of the challenges that we face, and the drive to 

find the solutions to get through, alongside the hand of hope and 

optimism of the vision we want to achieve tomorrow.  

 

We know that serious challenges exist as we face the aftermath of 

CoVid19 and Brexit.  As we look to the future we are focused 

on prioritising things such as skills and cross border trade, on protecting 

and promoting life in our city centre, on the creation of good work and 

happy communities, all of which will be instrumental in setting the region 

up for the next century.  

 

And yet on the other hand, we look to the future with much optimism in 

our local business community.  With our strategic location on the eastern 

economic corridor, our strong multi-sectorial business base 

and our outstanding talent.  the economic prospects for the region 

further enhanced by major infrastructure projects that are progressing. 

the Southern Relief Road and the Council’s transformational Newry City 

Centre Regeneration projects. a new Civic Centre, Conference/Arts 

Centre, park and public realm. In addition, the Narrow Water Bridge 

project offers significant tourism potential by linking communities across 

Carlingford Lough and beyond.  

 

  

Today I want to say thank you    

• To our dedicated and hard working teams - Both staff and 

volunteers within Newry Chamber past and present. You 



continuously remind me of your love of Newry, your dedication and 

your united hope for Newry to be the best it can be, now and for our 

future generations.  

  

I want to say thank you to those who have supported us all through the 

years, who have collaborated with us, and continue to help us to meet 

our aims; to support our business community, and continuing to promote 

Newry as a place to visit, to live, work and be happy. To our sponsors 

Ulster Bank and the Canal Court Hotel who have supported the event 

today, and made all of this possible.  

 

To our members.  For over 200 years you have been supporting us. 

From our oldest current Chamber Member The Newry Reporter, who 

has been noted as one of our earliest subscribers for over 100 years to 

our newest members thank you for your continued support 

 

In preparing for today I couldn’t help but wonder, when our forefathers 

and mothers dreamt of the Newry they wished to build for us…. Is this 

what they dreamt and hoped for?   For then today is an incredible thank 

you to all of them.  Today is a reward for the men and women who 

thrived for it and we celebrate our past with the spirit of the new.    

 

For soon the creative minds of our present will become the old of the 

future, and so our evolution turns again.    

 

and as a Chamber we continue to accept our challenges with a brave 

heart, and to pave the way for the next generation. 

  

 



Arthur O Shaunessy, an irish born poet, wrote a poem in 1873, about the 

passionate and hopeful generation of the Victorian Era.  His words are 

etched across the balcony of our Town Hall and are like his wish to us 

from 1873 to the future.  He wrote: 

  

We are the music makers  

And We are the dreamers of dreams   

Yet we are the movers and shakers   

Of the world for ever it seems  

 

So I leave my wish for our Newry City for the men and women of the 

next 200 years, for the year 2221, 

 

Continue to drive our Newry on.  

 

Continue to dream big, envision the best Newry, and don’t be 

afraid to take bold actions towards it.    

 

We may be located in the valley, but we are built on the shoulders 

of giants.  

 

Drive Newry forward with passion,  

 

Create good work that people will love,  

 

and with a relentless determination build a community that the 

people of our future will never want to leave.  

 

Thank you 


