
Visual 
Storytelling: 
Using 
Professional
Imagery to 
Elevate Your 
Brand
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What is 
Professional 
Commercial
Imagery?

High-quality visuals, 
professionally -shot for 
commercial use, that 
align with your brand 

and convey your 
message effectively.
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Some examples ł

Professional Commercial Imagery
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Benefits of 
Professional 
Commercial
Imagery

In today's fast -paced 
media landscape, a 

picture really is worth a 
thousand words, so 
make sure yours are 

saying the right things!
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Benefits of Professional Imagery

Make A Memorable 

First Impression

ǐ you only get one chance
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Benefits of Professional Imagery

Tell your story

ǐ strong imagery can help 

tell the story of your brand
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Benefits of Professional Imagery

Showcase your 

products or services in 

their best light 

ǐ great products/services 

deserve great imagery
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Benefits of Professional Imagery

Build trust and enhance 

brand identity 

ǐ consistent brand-specific 

images are key
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Benefits of Professional Imagery

Engage and captivate 

your audience 

ǐ evoke emotions and 

create a stronger connection 

with your audience
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Benefits of Professional Imagery

High -Quality Visual 

Content 

ǐ professional equipment 

and expertise to maximise 

visual impact
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Benefits of Professional Imagery

Increase sales 

ǐ well-crafted images 

can significantly boost 

conversion rates 
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Benefits of Professional Imagery

Strengthen your online 

presence and SEO 

ǐ high-quality images can 

improve SEO and engagement 

on social media
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Benefits of Professional Imagery

Versatility and multi -

platform application 

ǐ your images can be used 

across various marketing 

channels, from websites to 

print materials
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Benefits of Professional Imagery

Stay competitive 

ǊOver all  , The professional photos give 
the customer more confidence in the 
website that they are dealing with a legit 
business. It also makes us stand out from 
eBay , Amazon etc that we are not just 
another generic sellerǋ
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The customer reported a 5 -fold increase 
in monthly sales for this product as a 
result of  using these images
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Tips for 
Creating 
Successful 
Imagery

Planning
Storytelling 

Composition/Structure
Light & Colour

Emotion
Editing
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Plan your 
Shoot

Before you start taking photos, 
think about what you want to 
achieve with your images.

What message are you trying to 
convey?

Who is your target audience?

What is the context for the photo?

Where will the photos be used? 
Should the image be shot in a 
vertical or horizontal orientation?

Answering these questions will 
help you plan the perfect shot.

Also, arrive early to sus out the 
location, remove clutter, rearrange 
furniture etc. for your shots.
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Think about 
Lighting

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

Lighting is crucial when it comes 
to taking striking photos.

Natural light is great and easy to 
work with where possible.

Direct sunlight can be very harsh 
and lead to squinting & harsh 
shadows ķ if possible, head for 
open shade which is much more 
forgiving.

If you're shooting indoors, flash 
may be required. When used 
correctly, flash (especially off -
camera flash) can make a huge 
difference to your photo.
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Watch your 
Composition
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The composition of your photo 
can make a big difference in how 
it's perceived.

Try to create a balanced shot that 
draws the eye to the most 
important element.

Consider the rule of thirds, where 
you place the subject off -center  to 
create a more interesting shot.

Don't be afraid to experiment 
with different angles to get the 
perfect shot. Consider shooting 
from above, below, or even from a 
distance to create a more 
interesting photo.

Also keep an eye out for angles 
which can be very effective in 
creating a dynamic composition.
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Think About 
Colours
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Colour selection and the way colours 
interact can make a huge difference 
to your images.

Different colours evoke different 
emotions, great for storytelling:
Å Blue; calmness, peace
Å Red; passion, danger
Å Orange; warmth, joy 
Å Purples; mystery, nobility
Å Green; freshness, nature

Consider different colour schemes 
(e.g. complementary, analogous etc.)

28/09/2023 © Colum Lynch Photography 23



Attention to 
Detail
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As the saying goes ļthe devil is in 
the detailsĽ

Keep an eye out for distracting 
elements in your photo ( e.g. name 
tags, lanyards etc.)

Do a test shot and check it for 
distractions ķremove anything that 
looks off. 

Quite often a successful shot is as 
much about what you leave out of 
the shot as opposed to what you 
have in the shot.

Pay particular attention to the edges 
of the frame.
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Use the Right 
Gear
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While you don't need a 
professional level camera to take 
great photos, you do need to 
make sure that you're using the 
right equipment.

A good DSLR/mirrorless camera 
and tripod will cover a lot of 
bases. Higher resolution cameras 
will give you more options when 
it comes to cropping.

For professional looking results, 
lens choice and quality is critical.

A good gimbal is a great addition 
for video production. 

A separate flash will prove 
invaluable for those situations 
where the lighting is poor.
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Choose the 
Right Props
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Props can help tell the story of 
your photo, but  be careful not to 
overdo it.

Choose props that are relevant to 
the subject.

Keep them simple with clear, 
legible text & logos.
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Edit your 
Images
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Editing your photos can help them 
look more professional and eye -
catching.

You don't need to be a 
professional editor to make 
simple tweaks, like adjusting 
brightness or contrast, but be 
careful not to overdo it.

Cropping can make a big 
difference when editing, although 
ensure that youĺve enough 
resolution to reproduce at the 
required image size.
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